
Writing Resolutions 

 

The MUN Resolution is a proposal by one or more nations which attempts to solve a world problem.  The 

resolutions are objects of the debates at Model UN as they are written suggestions for addressing a specific 

problem or issue. 

 

When proposing a resolution, you should first consult your Position Paper and research notes for a possible 

resolution topic.  Remember, your resolution topic must be within the guidelines set by the Model UN sponsors.  

In your notes and Position Paper, you should address the established topics your country has a strong position 

on.  You may find only one issue that fits the criteria or you may find several.  However, once you determine 

the issue/issues within the established topics, you should take the following steps towards writing your 

resolution(s): 

 

1.  Identify the problem, its current effects and/or its possible effects. 

2.  Look for a solution to the problem that you have identified.  This solution may have to be one of your own, 

as many countries do not spell out their solutions to various world problems.  If you happen to find a solution 

proposed by your country, use it.  If you do not find a solid solution to the problem, you should at least have a 

fairly good idea about the problem that you are tackling.  Make sure that your solution does not violate your 

country’s foreign policy. 

3.  Write your resolution, using formal phrasing and order that is suggested by your MUN sponsor. 

 

There are three main parts to a draft resolution:  the heading, the preamble, and the operative section.   

 

The heading shows the committee and topic along with the resolution number. It also lists the draft resolution’s 

sponsors and signatures.  Each draft resolution is one long sentence with sections separated by commas and 

semicolons.  The subject of the sentence is the body (e.g. General Assembly, etc…) making the statement.  The 

preamble and operative sections then describe the current situation and actions that the committee will take.   

 

The preamble states the reasons for which the committee is addressing the topic and highlights past 

international action on the issue.   

 

The operative clause identifies the actions or recommendations made in the resolution.  Each operative clause 

begins with a verb and ends with a semicolon.  They should be organized in a logical progression, with each 

containing a single idea or proposal, and are always numbered.  If a clause requires explanation, bulleted lists 

set off by letters or Roman numerals can also be used.  After the last operative clause, the resolution ends in a 

period. 

TIPS: 

1.  Create a detailed resolution and consider all of the factors involved if your resolution were to pass. 

2.  Try to cite facts whenever possible. 

3.  Be realistic.  Do not create objectives for your resolution that cannot realistically be met and make sure that 

your council can actually take the action you are proposing. 

4.  Try to find multiple supporters of your resolution within your council. 

5.  Pre-ambulatory clauses are historical justifications for action.  Use them to cite past resolutions, precedents, 

and statements about the purpose of action. 

6.  Operative clauses are policies that the resolution is designed to create.  Use them to explain what the council 

will do to address the issue. 

 

 

 

 



Explanation of Sample Resolution 

(sample on next page) 

 

1.  Lines 1-8 are called the heading of the resolution. The date reflects the days of the   

     MUN event – not the day you write the resolution. 

 

2.  Lines 10-18 are called the preamble of the resolution.  This is where the actual  

     problem and its consequences are identified.  In the preamble section, you must break  

     down the problem into different areas and make each area a paragraph.  Skip lines  

     between paragraphs or clauses and start each clause with identifying words such as  

     NOTICING, REALIZING, RECOGNIZING, NOTING, AWARE OF THE FACT,  

     etc…When finished with the preamble, move on to the final part of the resolution, the  

     actuating clauses. 

 

3.  Lines 20-26 are known as the actuating clauses because they spell out the solution  

     being proposed to solve the problems listed in the preamble.  In your research, you  

     should have either found a solution to a problem proposed by your country or have  

     obtained a general idea of how your country wishes to solve a particular problem.  If  

     you found an actual solution proposed by your country, prepare to put it into the   

     actuating clauses by breaking the solution down, step by step, as done in the sample. 

 

NOTES: 

1.  Submit your resolution via email saved as a word doc.   

2.  It is important that you follow this format.  Pay particular attention to how the heading is formatted. 

3.  DO NOT NUMBER THE LINES. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sample Resolution Paper 

 

Subject of Resolution:                           Controlling and Eliminating Diseases 

 

Submitted to:                                                                                   General Assembly II 

 

Proposed by:                                                                             The Russian Federation  

 

Date:                                                                                                         February 20XX 

 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY II,  

 

DEEPLY DISTURBED by the fact that over 13,500 individuals have Ebola and it’s continuing to spread, and 

 

ACKNOWLADGING the 90% fatality rate, and 

 

RECOGNIZING that no country can successfully find a cure on its own, and  

 

GUIDED BY the great success of Seth Cooper’s Foldit, a game that has allowed individuals worldwide to solve 

complex genetic puzzles,  

 

HEREBY, 

 

1. Urges the creation of a game that can assist in understanding the genetic makeup of the Ebola virus in 

order to find a cure. 

 

2. Demands that all member countries will work together to make this efficient and widespread. 
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Additional Sample Resolution 

 

Subject of Resolution:                   Response to Cyber Terrorism 

 

Submitted to:                   Economic and Social Council  

 

Proposed by:                 The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

 

Date:                                  February 20XX 

 

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL, 

 

RECOGNIZING the world is becoming increasingly globalized, connected, and reliant on technology, and 

 

NOTICING that Cyber Crimes and instances of Cyber Terror are becoming more prevalent in the current global 

theatre and they aren’t always avoidable, and  

 

AWARE OF the programs, such as the Centre for the Protection of the National Infrastructure, that the United 

Kingdom has enacted to mitigate the impacts of such Cyber Crimes and instances of Cyber Terror, and 

 

CONVINCED that an appropriate response to Cyber Attacks is just as important as avoiding them,  

 

HEREBY, 

 

1. Require all United Nation member states with integrated infrastructural technology systems to invest in an 

agency that focuses on preventing the destruction of hard to replace components in the event of a Cyber Attack. 

 

2. Each member nation who effectively implements the agency will get funding (based on need) from the 

United Nations to continue operations made by their protection agency. This includes nations that already have 

an infrastructural protection agency that need funds.  

 

3. Member states asking for funding, must file a report to the Economic and Social Council specifying what 

projects they would like to use the money for and how much money they will need.   

 

4. If any nation is found to be using United Nation money to purposefully attack another member country’s 

integrated networks, they will run the possibility of having their membership deducted to “Non-Member.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Additional Sample Resolution 

 

Subject of Resolution                        Development of Africa 

 

Submitted to:                       General Assembly II 

 

Proposed by:                                  The French Republic 

  

Date:                              February 20XX 

           

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY II,  

 

ALARMED by the acute unavailability of electricity to many African people, and 

 

RECOGNIZING the dire effects of climate change on environments throughout the world, and 

 

ENCOURAGED by the negotiations taking place at the UN Climate Conference and the newly implemented 

“Sustainable Development Goals”, and  

 

AWARE of the many emerging technologies which utilize “green” energy for a variety tasks, including 

sustainable agriculture,  

 

HEREBY,  

 

1. Requests partnership with the African Development Bank (AfDB) to educate the African people about 

the effects of climate change, and how to slow and counteract these effects. The AfDB will also assist 

the UN with the monitoring of any projects implemented. 

 

2. Strongly encourages the formation of “mini-grant” programs within several small, impoverished African 

communities in order to provide locals with the opportunity to take part in the betterment of their 

societies. 

a. These grants may be used to establish community gardens, purchase agricultural technology (i.e. 

“Farm From a Box”), facilitate easy access to clean water (i.e. wells) etc. 

 

3. Strongly urges the implementation of several larger scale renewable energy projects throughout Africa’s 

regions to lend support to a variety of tasks, from sustainable agriculture to the purification of water. 

 

4. Establishes several attainable goals for the production of energy from renewable sources for Africa as a 

continent. 

a. Produce 7GW by 2020 

b. Produce 150GW by 2035 


